1830.]                                  THE  KNAPP  TKIALS.                                     383

into the case of Francis Kuapp, the principal, and that in the
case of Joseph Knapp, the accessory, Mr. "Webster's statement
was strictly true. Moreover, in the case of Francis Knapp,
Mr. "Webster assisted the Attorney-General at his request, and
without any previous fee, or promise of a fee, from any quarter;
although I believe it to be true that, after the trial and con-
viction of Francis Knapp, Mr. Stephen White offered Mr. Web-
ster, and the latter received, pecuniary compensation for his
services on the trial of Francis.

The circumstances which led to the request for Mr. Web-
ster's services on these trials were entirely unprecedented. Jo-
seph Knapp was the person who instigated the murder. lie
had two objects to accomplish: one to destroy a will which it
was known Captain White had executed, and which gave the
greater part of his property to his nephew Stephen; the other,
to kill Captain White before the destruction of his will could
be known to him. In the event of Captain White's dying in-
testate, Joseph Knapp supposed, erroneously, that his mother-
in-law would inherit a moiety of the estate. Through the
agency of his brother Frank, he hired Eichard Crowninshield
to kill the testator, and himself abstracted a, will (but not the
last will) from a strong-box in the chamber of the deceased, and
prepared the house for the entrance of the assassin. The three
were, therefore, concerned in a joint conspiracy to compass the
death of Captain White, and, after the confession of Joseph,
the details of this conspiracy, and the part played in it by each
of them, became known to the Attorney-General, who obtained
the confession by promising immunity to Joseph, on condition
that, when brought into court as a witness for the State, he
should testify fully and truly. But, after the suicide of Crown-
inshield, it became necessary to convict Frank Knapp as a prin-
cipal in the murder; for, as the law of Massachusetts then
stood, no one could be convicted as an accessory until there had
been a conviction of some one as principal. But, when it was
found that Frank was to be put on trial as a principal, Joseph
retracted his engagement with the Attorney-General, and re-
fused to testify. This was done upon the calculation that, as
Crowninshield alone had entered the house, the prosecution
would not be able to prove that Frank's participation amounted